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Dear Convener, 
 
A9 Average Speed Cameras 
 
I am writing to inform you of the publication of data highlighting the performance of the A9 
between Dunblane and Inverness following the introduction of average speed cameras and the 
50 mph pilot for HGVs above 7.5 tonnes.  
 
The average speed cameras are part of the A9 Interim Safety Plan, which is being delivered to 
improve safety on this route both prior to and during the dualling of the A9 between Perth and 
Inverness.  They came into operation on 28 October 2014, at which time the HGV speed limit on 
single carriageway sections of the A9 between Perth and Inverness was also raised.  We have 
been monitoring the performance of the route to determine how factors such as speed, journey 
times and traffic volumes have been affected by the change in the level of speed enforcement 
the cameras offer and the increase in the HGV speed limit.  
 
In general, the A9 is performing as was predicted in our earlier analysis and modelling.  
 
Key points you may wish to be aware of are: 
 

 Levels of excess speeding, at speeds 10 miles per hour or more above the posted speed 
limit, have fallen by 97% compared to previous levels; 

 Speeding overall is down from approximately 1 in 3 vehicles to around 1 in 20; 

 From 28 October to mid-January, the system detected fewer than 4 vehicles per day 
travelling at speeds so excessive that they warranted further action. In all 298 vehicles 
were detected in this time; 

 Journey times have risen in line with projections, by between 3 and 14 minutes on 
average between Perth and Inverness; 

 Police Scotland have indicated an 8-fold reduction in speeding offences detected. This 
reflects improved driver behaviour on the route and the high compliance levels typically 
associated with average speed camera systems; 

 Feedback from the Road Haulage Association suggest that HGV journey times have 
reduced. They have reported a generally positive experience for their members with the 
cameras and 50 mph limit in place; 

mailto:ici.committee@scottish.parliament.uk


 

 
 
 

www.transportscotland.gov.uk 

 
 

 
 
 

An agency of   
 

 Generally, traffic volumes on the A9 rose by over 2% from 2013 to 2014, and; 

 There is no evidence of diversion onto parallel local roads. Journey times on these 
routes, where they have been recorded, are significantly longer than for equivalent trips 
on the A9 itself. 

 
Further information on this and the wider work of the A9 Safety Group is available on the 
Group’s website www.A9road.info.  
 
We will continue to monitor the performance of the A9 and report on this. If you require any 
further information on the points summarised above, please contact me at the address above. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Stewart A Leggett 
Strategic Impacts Manager 
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